
 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 28, 2021 at 11:00 am 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

GATHERING IN FAITH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trinity Chimes  In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn  Congregation Singing 

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come  Hymnal, No. 551/Bulletin p. 9 
Although this hymn is more traditionally associated with the Thanksgiving holiday, (stanza 
one) the real concern of the text, in the following stanzas, recalls the harvest imagery Jesus 
used to describe the fulfillment of God’s sovereignty when Christ will come again to reign in 
glory. The hymn makes for a nice transition from the Thanksgiving Holiday to the beginning 
of the new Liturgical Year on the First Sunday of Advent. 

 
Welcome  First Sunday of Advent Steve Wilson 

Please sign, pass and return Friendship Record pads during this time of announcements. 
 
 
 

 
Reflection in Preparation for Worship 

 

There is a particular Christian ethical posture fit for the Advent season: a readiness to see the world 
differently from the way the world sees itself, preparation for God’s future rather than our own 
present, self-discipline rather than self-indulgence. This is more than merely avoiding the obvious 
sins of the season. It is also leaning forward into God’s future.  Paul Scott Wilson 
 

Welcome to Oakmont Presbyterian Church! 
We are pleased to have you join us for worship today. 

So that you may feel at home with us, please note the following: 
 

Visitor Parking spaces may be found in the Dogwood Way parking lot and across the street in the Oak 
Ridge Condo upper and lower parking lots.   

 
The Marie Berg Chapel (adjacent to the 5th Street vestibule) is available for use as a cry room. Ask 

Ushers for directions. 
 
Large Print Bulletins and Children’s Worship bags are available from the ushers. 
 
To preserve the atmosphere of worship, please turn off all cell phones and other electronics. 
 
An asterisk (*) in the worship liturgy indicates that all may stand, if able.     
 
Service Dogs are used by several of our members.  Please do not pet them when harnessed. 
 
Hearing Assistance - Our sanctuary has two options for those needing hearing assistance: receivers with 

headphones which are available from the AV Team at the soundboard and Bluetooth/WiFi Assisted 

Listening System for use with smartphones (headphones or earbuds required) or Bluetooth hearing aids. 

To utilize the Bluetooth/WiFi system: 1) join the sanctuary WiFi network – OPCAV; 2) enter the password 

Oak$$1522  3) on your smart phone download WaveCAST APP from the Google Play or Apple Store; 4) 
Open WaveCAST app and click on “Service Broadcast.” (If “Service Broadcast” is not listed, fully close 

the app and try again. Audio will start playing automatically upon selection. 
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Call to Worship   Steve Wilson 

Leader: Awake from your sleep: salvation is near! 

People:  The night is far gone; the day is at hand. 

Leader: The day of the Lord is surely coming; 

People:  the promise of God will be fulfilled. 

 

 

*Advent Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Hymnal, No. 9/Bulletin p.10 
 

 

*Prayer of the Day (please remain standing) Steve Wilson 

 

 

Prayer of Confession Ronnie Bailey 

Let us confess our sin. 

Lord, we have not kept watch for You. We have occupied ourselves with our own concerns. 

We have not waited to find Your will for us. We have not noticed the needs of the people 

around us. We have not acknowledged the love that has been shown to us. 

…..time for silent confession 
God of mercy, forgive us for our lack of watchfulness. Help us to wait to know Your will. 

Help us to look out for the needs of others. Help us to work and watch for Your coming.  
 

Assurance of Pardon (Galatians 4:4-7) 

…when the fullness of time had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 

in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 

And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! 

Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

Believe the good news: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  

Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 

Prayer for Illumination    

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16 Pew Bible, OT, page 738 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Time with the Children Ronnie Bailey 

The younger children leave for a time of age-appropriate learning. 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 21:25-36 Steve Wilson  

Leader: The word of the Lord. Pew Bible, NT, page 85 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon   JESUS, THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD Steve Wilson 

Are You Alert to God’s Future? 
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RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

The Lighting of the First Advent Candle - WAIT for the Light 
Choir:       End our darkness, end our night, Jesus, the light of the world. 

Bring to earth God’s heavenly light, Jesus, the light of the world. 
 

Leader: Advent is a time to wait. 

People:  We wait in hope for the dawning light. 

Leader: Advent is a time to wait for freedom from captivity. 

People:  We wait in hope for the dawning light. 

Leader: Advent is a time to wait for power in our weakness. 

People:  We wait in hope for the dawning light. 

Leader: Advent is a time to wait for the end of darkness. 

People:  We wait for Jesus, the Light of the World. 

 

Lighting the First Advent Candle 

 

Choir: Jesus, the light of the world. 

People singing: 

Jesus, the Light of the World  tune: ELDERKIN by George D. Elderkin 

 
 

Choir:  O, Jesus, the light of the world. 

Light of the world. 
 

Concluding Prayer 

 
Faith Community Concerns, the Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer Steve Wilson  
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The Offering of Our Tithes and Gifts 

Call to Offering Steve Wison 

A Choral Offering  Chancel Choir 
Advent Promise (Christ Will Come Again) Paul Laubengayer 

View the present through the promise, Christ will come again. 
Trust despite the deep’ning darkness, Christ will come again. 

Lift the world above its grieving through your watching and believing 
in the hope past hope’s conceiving: Christ will come again. 

 
Probe the present with the promise, Christ will come again. 

Let your daily actions witness, Christ will come again. 
Let your loving and your giving and your justice and forgiving 

be a sign to all the living: Christ will come again. 
 

Match the present to the promise, Christ will come again. 
Make this hope your guiding premise, Christ will come again. 
Pattern all your calculating and the world you are creating 

to the advent you are waiting: Christ will come again.  
- Thomas Troeger from Borrowed Light 

 
*Doxology  tune: OLD HUNDREDTH  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God all creatures here below;  

Praise God above ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 
 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD 
 

*Advent Hymn Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending Hymnal, No. 6/Bulletin p.11-12 
 
*Charge and Blessing Steve Wilson 
 
Postlude Organ 
Toccata on VENI EMMANUEL         arr. James Denton 
 
The Season of Advent marks the beginning of the church year.  The word “advent” means 

“coming”.  In Advent we look back to remember the events that led to Jesus’ first coming into 
the world.  We look forward to the time when Jesus will come again to complete God’s work in 
the world.  We participate in this season by opening our minds and hearts so that Christ may 
come to us, whether for the first time or more deeply.  The color of this season is royal blue 
which signifies the coming of the Christ Child.  The joyous celebration of Jesus’ birth follows 
Advent. 

 
The lighting of the Advent candles dramatically depicts the growing expectation we have for the 

coming of Christ, the light of the world. The traditional Advent wreath has four royal blue 
candles (lit on the four Sundays of Advent) grouped around a white Christ Candle (lit on 
Christmas Eve/Day). The main symbolism portrayed, as an additional candle is lit each worship 
day, is the growing intensity of Christ’s Light entering the dark world and the anticipation for 
the celebration of Christ’s second coming. 

 
Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-726321.  All rights reserved. 

Hymns taken from: 
 The Presbyterian Hymnal – Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual Songs, 1990 Westminster/John 

Knox Press 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Your OPC Family Cares About You!  Because there are times when you are ill, in the hospital 

or in emotional need and we don't know about it, please remember to contact the church office 
(412.828.5770) or a staff member (mstecik@oakmontpresby.org) so we may support you in your 
time of need. You are loved!  

 
Prayer Requests - Members of our church will pray for you and anyone in need. Please send 

prayer requests to:  prayers@oakmontpresby.org or contact Carol Heimerich at 412-242-1028. 
 
The DEACONS are collecting TOWELS (bath towels, hand towels, wash cloths, kitchen towels) 

during NOVEMBER for the Light of Life Ministries on the North Side. Please leave towel 
donations in the black bin at the top of the stairs in the 5th street entrance.  

 
Angel Tree update – Thank you all for so generously taking “stars” from the Angel Tree and 

fulfilling the children’s wants/needs. We have 50 children that we are providing for through the 
Angel Tree gifts.  That is the greatest number of gifts that we have ever delivered!  Remember 
to have your gift items returned by DEC 5th.   Thank You from the Deacons! 

 
Beginning in the new year (and depending on COVID-19), OPC would like to restart its Dining 

Out Group.  Over two dozen people (singles, couples and couples with young children) have 
stated that they were interested in dining out.  If you and/or you and your spouse are interested 
in joining OPC's Dining Out Group, please call Pat Zanella at 724-733-1338, email at 
pazanella@hotmail.com or text at 412-877-7523. 

 
Ladies interested in a home bible study are invited on DEC 1st-1:00 pm.  Please call or text 

Paulette Rock at 412-999-0575 if interested. 
 
Children – Advent Participation - Parents, to celebrate the advent season in your home we will 

make available 2 options to participate in the coming birth of Jesus. Packets, with the required 
materials, can be picked up in Friendship Hall TODAY. The first activity is the Jesse Tree 
where you will be going through the creation story to the birth of Jesus. Each story has an 
ornament you can put together with your children to remember the stories. The second option is 
“preparing a place for Jesus”, children will work to build up Jesus’ manger with yarn by doing 
good deeds. With each good deed, children place another piece of yarn into the manager.   

  
Volunteers needed prior to the Family Christmas Eve Worship Service (4:30 pm). This will 

be an interactive service where children will be invited to have a role in the Christmas Story. 
The children will get into “character” as we welcome them in. Volunteers are needed to assist 
children to get into simple costumes. Please let Ronnie Bailey know if you are interested at 
r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org 

 
Sponsoring an Afghan Refugee Family – Session has approved working with the “Jewish Family 

and Children Services” (JFCS) to sponsor an Afghan refugee family. We are looking for up to 
12 persons to serve on a team that will help this family find and move into an apartment, find 
necessary household supplies, help with settling into a new place and culture and taking them to 
appointments etc. Someone from the JFCS will be present Sunday, DEC 5th at 12:00pm in the 
Multi-Purpose Room to provide additional information. Please call the church office at 
412.828.5770 or email Sharon Myers at myers.sharon@yahoo.com if you are interested to learn 
more. Thank you! 

 
Soups On containers of stuffed pepper and minestrone soup are available in the freezer in the 

downstairs kitchen.  Stop by on your way out and take as many as you need for your friends or 
neighbors in need! 

 
Help needed!  OPC member Vicki Vaughan, needs help daily feeding and taking her dog for a 

short walk at 7:00 am and 5:00 pm.  If able to help, please contact Vicki at 412-600-4379. 

mailto:mstecik@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:prayers@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:pazanella@hotmail.com
mailto:r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:myers.sharon@yahoo.com
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CHURCH CALENDAR 

 
TODAY NOVEMBER 28 – 1st Sunday of Advent 
  9:30 am Adult Education with Kathy Williams (Multi-Purpose Room) 
  9:30 am Elementary Sunday School (grades 3-8) (Upper Level) 
10:00 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
11:00 am WORSHIP (Sanctuary) and Via Livestream   
    and Children during worship (PreK–2nd grade) 
12:00 pm Youth Gathering (6-12 Grades) 
 
MONDAY NOVEMBER 29 
12:00 pm AA’s (Multi-Purpose Room) 
  7:00 pm JuBELLation Ringers Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 30 
  4:30 pm Children’s Choir (Children’s Choir Rm – Lower Level) 
  5:20 pm Teen Choir (Children’s Choir Rm Lower Level) 
  6:30 pm Lions Club (Kitchen) 
 
WEDNESDAY  December 1 
10:00 am Women’s AA (Dining Room) 
  1:30 pm Women’s Circle Meeting (Lona McCrea Room) 
 
THURSDAY December 2 
  4:00 pm Cherub Choir (Children’s Choir Rm – Lower Level) 
  7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop #854 (Multi-Purpose Room) 
  7:00 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
  8:00 pm NA’s (Dining Room) 
 
FRIDAY December 3 
 
SATURDAY December 4 
10:00 am Holy Ground Ministry (Multi-Purpose Room) 
  8:30 pm AA’s (Dining Room) 
 
SUNDAY December 5 – 2nd Sunday of Advent 
  9:30 am Adult Education with Kathy Williams (Multi-Purpose Room) 
  9:30 am Elementary Sunday School (grades 3-8) (Upper Level) 
11:00 am WORSHIP & COMMUNION(Sanctuary) and Via Livestream  
    and Children during worship (PreK–2nd grade) 
12:00 pm Youth Gathering (6-12 Grades) 
12:00 pm Deacons Wrapping Angel Tree Gifts (Dining Room) 

 
 

Christmas Carol Walk 2021 
POSTPONED until December 11, 2022 (6:00 – 8:30 pm) 

 
With deep regret and a sense of responsibility for your safety and health, we need to once 
again, postpone our in-person celebration of the beloved Christmas Carol Walk.  Due to 
the unpredictable nature of the COVID virus, anticipation of large crowds, and because 
of your wonderful support of this event, we feel it is in the best interest of everyone to 
postpone the Carol Walk one more year! 
 
We look forward to gathering in person to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Carol 
Walk next year on December 11, 2022. 
 

The Music Ministries and Ministerium of Oakmont and Verona Churches 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

December 5—2nd Sunday of Advent 

  9:30 AM Adult Education with Kathy Williams (Adam Hamilton’s Incarnation) 

       Multi-Purpose Room 

  9:30 AM Elementary Sunday School (grades 3-8) (2nd Floor) 

11:00 AM Children during worship (PreK-2nd grade) 

12:00 PM Youth Gathering (grades 6-12) 

 

December 12—3rd Sunday of Advent 

  9:30 AM Adult Education with Kathy Williams (Adam Hamilton’s Incarnation) 

       Multi-Purpose Room 

  9:30 AM Elementary Sunday School (grades 3-8) (2nd Floor) 

11:00 AM Children during worship (PreK-2nd grade) 

No Youth Gathering 

 

December 19—4th Sunday of Advent 

  9:30 AM Adult Education with Sam Anderson (Adam Hamilton’s Incarnation) 

       Multi-Purpose Room 

  9:30 AM Elementary Sunday School (grades 3-8) (2nd Floor) 

11:00 AM Children during worship (PreK-2nd grade) 

12:00 PM Youth Gathering (grades 6-12) 

 

December 26—1st Sunday of Christmas 

No Adult Education 

No Elementary Sunday School 

No Youth Gathering 

OPC STAFF 
 

 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Wilson Senior Pastor 
 Michael P. Frank, III Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
 Ronnie Bailey Education Director for Children and Youth 
 Maureen Stecik Program Staff Assistant 
 Buster Harper Custodian 
 Tracy Messenger Financial Secretary of Accounting 
 Marge Kuhn Financial Secretary of Contributions 
 Roberta Erickson Handbell Choir Director 
 Ron Burkert AV Team Coordinator 
 Tracy Messenger and Carol Huber Nursery Attendants 
  

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont, PA  15139 
412-828-5770 (Office) 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 

http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/
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4:30 pm – Family Friendly Worship Service  

The Children’s Choirs will be singing. 

Favorite Christmas Carols will be sung by the congregation. 

Children will be invited to share in the Christmas Story. 

Rev. Dr. Steve Wilson will offer a word for the adults 

 

10:00 pm - Traditional Candlelight Worship Service 

Rev. Dr. Steve Wilson preaching 

The Chancel Choir will share in the Ministry of Music 
The 10:00 pm service will be livestreamed, 

please visit our website at 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 
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