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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Homecoming Sunday 

September 12, 2021 at 11:00 am 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

GATHERING IN FAITH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trinity Chimes 
 

Prelude Organ 

Festive Trumpet Tune David German 
Our service of worship begins with the music of the prelude. 

Through its power and brilliance, may you feel the majesty and glory of God; 
in its quietness, God’s peace. 

 

Welcome and Call to Worship (Psalm 100:4-5)      Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Leader: Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts of God with praise; give 

thanks and bless God’s holy name! 

People: For the Lord is good; God’s love is eternal, and God’s faithfulness has no end 

A Call to Worship  
Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! All that hath life and breath, come now with 
praises before Him. Let the Amen sound from His people again, gladly for aye we adore Him. 
 

Welcome to Oakmont Presbyterian Church! 
We are pleased to have you join us for worship today. 

So that you may feel at home with us, please note the following: 
Visitor Parking spaces may be found in the Dogwood Way parking lot and across the street in the Oak 

Ridge Condo upper and lower parking lots.   
 
The Marie Berg Chapel (adjacent to the 5th Street vestibule) is available for use as a cry room. Ask 

Ushers for directions. 
 
Large Print Bulletins and Children’s Worship bags are available from the ushers. 
To preserve the atmosphere of worship, please turn off all cell phones and other electronics. 
 
An asterisk (*) in the worship liturgy indicates that all may stand, if able.     
 
Service Dogs are used by several of our members.  Please do not pet them when harnessed. 
 
Hearing Assistance - Our sanctuary has two options for those needing hearing assistance: receivers with 

headphones which are available from the AV Team at the soundboard and Bluetooth/WiFi Assisted 

Listening System for use with smartphones (headphones or earbuds required) or Bluetooth hearing aids. 

To utilize the Bluetooth/WiFi system: 1) join the sanctuary WiFi network – OPCAV; 2) enter the password 

Oak$$1522; 3) on your smart phone download WaveCAST APP from the Google Play or Apple Store; 4) 
Open WaveCAST app and click on “Service Broadcast.” (If “Service Broadcast” is not listed, fully close 

the app and try again. Audio will start playing automatically upon selection. 
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*Opening Hymn  Please join in singing 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 

Praise Him in glad adoration! 
 

words: Joachim Neander, 1680, Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863; alt. 
music: Lobe Den Herren, Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665, 

Harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863, Desc. Craig Sellar Lang, 1953 

 
Fairest Lord Jesus 
 

Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, 

O Thou of God to earth come down, 

Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 

Thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 

And all the twinkling starry host; 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 

 

words: Münster Gesangbuch, Trans. Church Chorals and Choir Studies, 1850; alt. 
music: CRUSADERS’ HYMN, Silesian folk melody, In Schlesische Volkslieder, 1842 

 
There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit 
 

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,  
And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 
There are sweet expressions on each face,  
And I know they feel the presence of the Lord.  
 

Refrain 
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, Stay  
Right here with us, 
Filling us with Your love;  
And for these blessings we life our hearts in praise. 
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived 
When we shall leave this place. 

 

There are blessings you cannot receive  
Till you know Him in His fullness and believe; 
You’re the one to profit when you say,  
“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.”   Refrain 
 

words: Doris Akers, 1962 
music: Sweet, Sweet Spirit, Doris Akers 

 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him. 

Let the Amen sound from His people again, 

Gladly forever adore Him. 
 

words: Joachim Neander, 1680, Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863; alt. 
music: Lobe Den Herren, Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665, 

Harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863, Desc. Craig Sellar Lang, 1953 
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*Prayer of the Day (please remain standing)  
 
Call to Confession Ronnie Bailey 
Prayer of Confession 

Holy God, we confess that we are affected by the news.  We see reports of fires and floods, 

political division and demonization, and disputes over whether to mask during a pandemic. 

We become weary and discouraged by the number and the persistence of our problems.  

   ….moment of silent prayer 
Almighty God, forgive us for thinking our only options are to join a loud crowd or sit on the 

sidelines.  Help us remember that each life matters and that we may do good just by 

treating others with kindness and respect, and by speaking the truth as we know it in love. 

Open our eyes that we may see the places where You are at work and join in for the good 

of the world which you still love.  
 

Assurance of Pardon  
Here is the good news: This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 

world to save sinners. He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, 

and alive to all that is good. I declare to you in the name of Jesu Christ, you are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 

Prayer for Illumination Taylor Billet 
Gospel Reading John 15:1-11 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon Bearing Fruit Steve Wilson 

 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*Hymn of Response God Bless Your Church with Strength! Please join in singing 
 

God, bless Your church with strength! Wherever we may be, 

Upbuild Your servants as we work in common ministry. 

Urge us from fledging faith to venture and to soar  

Through open skies, to sing the praise of Christ whom we adore. 
 

God, bless Your church with life! May all our branches thrive, 

Unblemished, wholesome, bearing fruit, abundantly alive. 

From You, one holy vine, in freedom may we grow; 

Sustain us in our mission, Lord, Your love and peace to show. 
 

God, bless Your church with hope! Despite chaotic days, 

May we in chaos shine to light a pathway through life’s maze. 

May justice be our aim, and kindness ours to share, 

In humbleness O may we walk, assured our God is there! 
 

words:   John A. Dalles 
music:  DIADEMATA – George Job Elvey, 1868 
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*Affirmation of Faith (from the PCUSA Brief Statement of Faith) Ronnie Bailey 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit 

justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 

neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the church. 
 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ 

through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of 

baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men 

to all ministries of the church. 
 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness 

among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, 

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced , and to work with others for justice, freedom, 

and peace. 
 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 

and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 

praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Faith Community & Other Concerns, the Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer Steve Wilson 

 

 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn of Dedication Called as Partners in Christ’s Service Please join in singing 
  See bulletin page 5 

 

*Charge and Blessing Steve Wilson 

 

Postlude Organ 

Recessional on “To God Be the Glory” William H. Doane/arr. Douglas E. Wagner 
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Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 
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Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-726321.  All rights reserved. 

 

Flowers are given by Carla Lowman to the Glory of God. 

 

Following worship today, 
updated member directories are available in Friendship Hall. 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chancel Flowers – would you like to place flowers in the sanctuary some Sunday to provide 

visual beauty to worship? One or two arrangements are welcome each week. They can be placed 

in memory of loved ones, in celebration of an event or to honor someone, and all to the Glory of 

God. Please call Carla Lowman at 412-826-5914 to reserve your date; give her the info and 

wording for the bulletin that week. We appreciate your assistance in enhancing the beauty of our 

sanctuary!  Available Dates - September 12 and October 3, 10 and 31. 

 

Your OPC Family Cares About You!  Because there are times when you are ill, in the hospital 

or in emotional need and we don't know about it, please remember to contact the church office 

(412.828.5770) or a staff member (mstecik@oakmontpresby.org) so we may support you in your 

time of need.  You are loved!  

 

Prayer Requests - Members of our church will pray for you and anyone in need. Please send 

prayer requests to:  prayers@oakmontpresby.org or contact Carol Heimerich at 412-242-1028. 

 
OPC Film Series Screenings have been postponed until November due to pandemic. 

 
Insights into Understanding Scripture 

Adult Education by Zoom – 9:15 a.m. on September 19, 26 & October 3 – Dr. Tucker Ferda 

Like it or not, we have all been "trained" in certain ways of 

reading Scripture. In fact, the very appearance of our Bibles 

functions to train us in certain habits of reading. This three-week 

course will reflect on the history not just of biblical interpretation, 

but how the form of Scripture itself has fueled certain 

assumptions about what kind of text the Bible is, and hence the 

kinds of questions that readers may ask of it. Greater awareness 

of this fascinating history has the benefit of greatly expanding our 

interpretive horizons in the present. 

 

Dr. Tucker Ferda is the Associate Professor of New Testament at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 

 

If you would like to receive a zoom invitation, please email Steve at swilson@oakmontpresby.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mstecik@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:prayers@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:swilson@oakmontpresby.org
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CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

TODAY  SEPTEMBER 12 – Homecoming Sunday 

11:00 am  WORSHIP (Sanctuary) and Via Livestream  

 

MONDAY   SEPTEMBER 13 

12:00 pm  AA’s (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  7:00 pm  JuBELLation Ringers (Choir Room) 

 

TUESDAY   SEPTEMBER 14 

  9:30 am  Oakmont Garden Club Board Meeting (Dining Room) 

  7:00 pm  Our Journey Without Them (Marie Berg Chapel) 

  7:00 pm  Session (Dining Room) 

 

WEDNESDAY  SEPTEMBER 15 

10:00 am  Women’s AA (Dining Room) 

  7:00 pm  Youth (Multi-Purpose Room) 

 

THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER 16 

10:00 am  Soup’s On (Kitchen) 

  7:00 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

  7:00 pm  Boy Scout Troop #854 (Multi-Purpose Room) 

  8:00 pm  NA’s (Dining Room) 

 

FRIDAY  SEPTEMBER 17 

 

SATURDAY  SEPTEMBER 18 

  8:30 pm  AA’s (Dining Room) 

 

SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER 19 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

11:00 am  WORSHIP (Sanctuary) and Via Livestream  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPC STAFF 
 

 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Wilson Senior Pastor 
 Michael P. Frank, III Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
 Ronnie Bailey Education Director for Children and Youth 
 Maureen Stecik Program Staff Assistant 
 Dale Remai Custodian 
 Buster Harper Custodian 
 Tracy Messenger Financial Secretary of Accounting 
 Marge Kuhn Financial Secretary of Contributions 
 Roberta Erickson Handbell Choir Director 
 Ron Burkert AV Team Coordinator 
 Tracy Messenger and Carol Huber Nursery Attendants 
  

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont, PA  15139 
412-828-5770 (Office) 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 

http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/

