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Celebrating the Ascension of the Lord 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 16, 2021 at 11:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

GATHERING IN FAITH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prelude   Michael Frank, Organ 

Crown Him with Many Crowns  George J. Elvey/arr. Wilbur Held 
 Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne. 

Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for Thee, 

And hail Him as Thy matchless king through all eternity. 
 

Crown Him the Lord of love; behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, in beauty glorified; 

No angels in the sky can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their burning eyes at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of years, the potentate of time, 
Creator of the rolling spheres, in effably sublime. 

All hail, Redeemer, hail!  For Thou hast died for me; 
Thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity. 

- Matthew Bridges and Godfrey Thring 

 
Prayer in Preparation for Worship 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens that he might fill 
all things: mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to His promise, He abides with His Church on 
earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.             The Episcopal Book of Common Prayer 

Welcome to Oakmont Presbyterian Church! 
We are pleased to have you join us for worship today. 

So that you may feel at home with us, please note the following: 
Visitor Parking spaces may be found in the Dogwood Way parking lot and across the street in the Oak Ridge Condo 

upper and lower parking lots.   
 
The Marie Berg Chapel (adjacent to the 5th Street vestibule) is available for use as a cry room. Ask Ushers for 

directions. 
 
Large Print Bulletins and Children’s Worship bags are available from the ushers. 
To preserve the atmosphere of worship, please turn off all cell phones and other electronics. 
 
An asterisk (*) in the worship liturgy indicates that all may stand, if able.     
 
Service Dogs are used by several of our members.  Please do not pet them when harnessed. 
 
Hearing Assistance - Our sanctuary has two options for those needing hearing assistance: receivers with headphones 
which are available from the AV Team at the soundboard and Bluetooth/WiFi Assisted Listening System for use with 

smartphones (headphones or earbuds required) or Bluetooth hearing aids. To utilize the Bluetooth/WiFi system: 1) join 

the sanctuary WiFi network – OPCAV; 2) enter the password Oak$$1522; 3) on your smart phone download WaveCAST 

APP from the Google Play or Apple Store; 4) Open WaveCAST app and click on “Service Broadcast.” (If “Service 

Broadcast” is not listed, fully close the app and try again. Audio will start playing automatically upon selection. 
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Welcome Don Ewing 
 
 
*Call to Worship 

Leader: Clap your hands, all you peoples! 

People: Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

Leader: With praise and thanksgiving worship God, 

People: who reigns in majesty above the mighty waters. 

Leader: We will not stand looking up toward heaven, 

People: for God is moving in this place. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise  Please join in singing, at home 
Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise  Worship & Rejoice Hymnal, No. 323 

Hail the day that sees Him rise, Alleluia! To His throne beyond the skies; Alleluia! 

Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, Alleluia! Enters now the highest heaven. Alleluia! 
 

There for Him high triumph waits, Alleluia!  Lift your heads, eternal gates, Alleluia! 

He has conquered death and sin. Alleluia!  Take the King of glory in! Alleluia! 
 

See! The heaven its Lord receives, Alleluia!  Yet He loves the earth He leaves, Alleluia! 

Though returning to his throne, Alleluia!  Still He calls us all His own. Alleluia! 
 

See! He lifts His hands above! Alleluia!  See, He shows the prints of love!  Alleluia! 

Hark! His gracious lips bestow, Alleluia!  Blessings on His church below.  Alleluia! 
 

words:  Charles Wesley 
music:  LLANFAIR/Robert Williams; arr. John Roberts 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

 

Call to Confession Steve Wilson 

Prayer of Confession    

O God, in Christ You bore the suffering of the world and made us witnesses to Your grace. 

In Your Word You showed us Your vision of peace and made us witnesses to Your 

promises. Forgive us, O God, when we fail to work for Your reign, forgetting that You 

have called us to bear Your truth. Forgive us, O God, when we gaze up toward heaven, 

forgetting that You have called us to do Your work on earth. 

….moment of silent prayer 
O God, forgive us and by Your forgiveness, enlighten us to recognize the resurrection all 

around us.  
 

Assurance of Pardon  

Leader: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy are 

those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

Believe the good news: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 People: Thanks be to God!  Amen. 
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Act of Praise    Sextet 

The Gloria   Hal H. Hopson/arr. MPF III 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, 
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. (R) 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: have mercy, have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. (R) 
 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 
You alone are the most high Jesus Christ, 

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of the Father. (R) 
 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 
Prayer for Illumination  Steve Wilson 

New Testament Reading Acts 1:1-11  

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God! 

 

The Psalter Psalm 47 Sextet 

   Setting by Luke Mayernik 

God mounts His throne to shouts of joy; a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 

All peoples, clap your hands.  Cry to God with shouts of joy! 

For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome, the great king over all the earth.  (R) 
 

God goes up with shouts of joy.  The Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

Sing praise for God; sing praise!  Sing praise to our king; sing praise!  (R) 
 

God is king of all the earth.  Sing praise with all your skill. 

God reigns over the nations.  God sits upon his holy throne.  (R) 

 

Gospel Reading Luke 24:44-53  

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon Ascension Sunday Steve Wilson 
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

Ministry of Music Sextet  
Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor  arr. Alfred V. Fedak 

Lord, enthroned in heav’nly splendor, first begotten of the dead, 
You alone, our strong defender, now lift up Your people’s head. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Jesus, true and living bread!  Jesus, true and living bread! 

 
Here our humble homage pay we, here in loving rev’rence bow; 

Here for faith’s discernment pray we, lest we fail to know You now. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

You are here, we know not how.  You are here, we know not how. 
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Paschal Lamb, Your off’ring, finished once for all when You were slain, 

In its fullness undiminished shall for evermore remain. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Cleansing us from ev’ry stain.  Cleansing us from ev’ry stain. 
 

Life imparting heav’nly manna, smitten rock with streaming side, 
Heav’n and earth, with loud hosanna worship You, the Lamb who died. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Ris’n, ascended, glorified!  Ris’n, ascended, glorified!  

- George Hugh Bourne 

 

Faith Community & Other Concerns, the Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Installation of Elder Robin Gourley Don Ewing and Steve Wilson 
Presentation  

Many of you were baptized into Christ and have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
There is one body and one Spirit, just as we were called to the one hope of our calling. 
In baptism, Elder Robin Gourley was clothed with Christ, and is now called by God through 
the voice of the church to enter into ministries of service and governance, announcing in word 
and deed the good news of Jesus Christ. 
We remember with joy our common calling to serve Christ, and we celebrate God’s 
particular call to our sister. 
There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served. 
God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that is accomplished. 
To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good. 
Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. 

 
Statement on Installation 

We are all called into the church of Jesus Christ by baptism and marked as Christ's own by 
the Holy Spirit...Representing the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, the Session of 
Oakmont Presbyterian Church now installs Robin Gourley to the office of Elder and installs 
her to active service on the board of Session.   
 

*Confessing Our Faith (using the Apostles’ Creed) 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended 
into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Constitutional Questions for the Elder Elect 

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge Him Lord of all and Head of the 
Church, and through Him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?  I do. 
 

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the 
unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word 
to you? I do. 
 

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed 
in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture 
leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you 
lead the people of God?  I do and I will. 
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Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, 
and be continually guided by our confessions?  I will. 
 

Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline?  Will you 
be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering 
of God’s Word and Spirit?  I will. 
 

Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and 
work for the reconciliation of the world?  I will. 
 

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?  I do. 
 

Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love?  I will. 
 

Will you be a faithful Elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture, 
and service?  Will you share in government and discipline, serving in governing bodies 
of the church, and in your ministry, will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus 
Christ?  I will. 

 
Constitutional Questions for the Congregation 

Do we, the members of the church accept this Elder, chosen by God through the voice of 
this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?  We do. 

 

Do we agree to encourage her, to respect her decisions, and to follow as she guides us, 
serving Jesus Christ who alone is Head of the Church?  We do. 

 
Elders are invited to stand, symbolizing the laying on of hands. 

 
Prayer of Installation  Don Ewing 

 
 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD 
 

Hymn of Dedication  Please join in singing, at home 
Christ High-Ascended  Worship & Rejoice Hymnal, No. 324 

Christ high-ascended, now in glory seated, throned and exalted, victory completed, 

death's dread dominion finally defeated, we are His witnesses. 
 

Christ from the Father every power possessing, who on his chosen lifted hands in blessing, 

sends forth his servants, still in faith confessing, we are His witnesses. 
 

Christ, who in dying won for us salvation, lives now the firstborn of the new creation; 

to win disciples out of every nation, we are His witnesses. 
 

Christ in his splendor, all dominion gaining, Christ with His people evermore remaining, 

Christ to all ages gloriously reigning, we are His witnesses. 
 

As at his parting, joy shall banish grieving, faith in His presence strengthen our believing; 

filled with His Spirit, love and power receiving, we are His witnesses. 
 

words:  Timothy Dudley-Smith 
music:  CHRISTE SANCTORUM/Paris Antiphoner, 1681 

 

Charge and Blessing Steve Wilson 

 

Postlude  Michael Frank, Organ 
Fanfare and Statement on LLANFAIR arr. Edward Broughton 
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Today we celebrate The Ascension of the Lord (Ascension Sunday):  The Church has 
traditionally marked the biblical reality of the Ascension of the Lord who now sits at the right 
hand of the Father with a special festival day.  This day marks the rightful assumption of glory 
and power by the Crucified One.  While the Church observes the fortieth day of the Easter season, 
the sixth Thursday during the Great Fifty Days, as the Ascension of the Lord (Ascension Day 
was May 13, 2021), many churches choose to celebrate this special day on the Seventh Sunday 
of Easter.  On this day, we make abundantly clear the connection between the Resurrection and 
the Ascension:  Christ died and rose that we might have eternal life; and He ascended that we 
might be given a share in His divinity, His continuing presence, and, hence, life with God.  The 
biblical account of the Ascension of Jesus can be found in Acts 1:1-11 and Luke 24:44-53.  The 
liturgical color for this festival day is white and may be accented with gold and the use of other 
bright imagery. 

 
The Paschal Candle – represents the risen Christ, who passed from darkness to light, to become  

the light shining in the darkness (John 1:5), and it is the corollary of the pillar of fire in the 
Hebrew exodus. Traditionally, it is the largest candle used in the church and it stands at a central 
place. The Paschal Candle is lit throughout the Great Fifty Days (from Easter to Pentecost) and 
at Baptisms, Funerals or Memorial Services. 

 
The Sextet: 

Soprano I – Beth Michael 
Soprano II – Nina Bridenbaugh 
Alto – Jamie Fair 
Tenor – Paul Banahasky 
Bass I – Doug Crist 
Bass II – David Barr 

 
Today’s hymns are taken from the Worship & Rejoice Hymnal, published by Hope Publishing  
 Company, Carol Stream, IL © 2001 
The Gloria comes from the newest Presbyterian Hymnal Glory to God - published by  
  Westminster John Knox Press, ©2013.  
Music by Hal. H. Hopson © 1995, Text: Traditional Liturgical 

 
Music reprinted and broadcast under OneLicense.net A-726321.  All rights reserved. 
 
Flowers are given by Greg and Pam Billet in honor of their daughter, Taylor’s, 16th birthday.  
 
Children and Youth (K-grade 12) in Worship – continuing bi-weekly, Ronnie Bailey, our 

Director for Children, Youth and Families, will lead a class time filled with games, crafts, 
contemporary music, and Biblical truths.  Ronnie will lead the children and youth from worship 
(prior to the Sermon) to class.  They will return to Friendship Hall at the end of worship.  
Children and youth will meet during worship on May 30, June 13 and June 27. 

 
Chancel Flowers – would you like to place flowers in the sanctuary some Sunday to provide 

visual beauty to our worship? One or two arrangements are welcome each week…they can be 
placed in memory of loved ones, in celebration of an event or to honor someone, and all to the 
Glory of God. Please call Carla Lowman at 412-826-5914 to reserve your date. Please give her 
the information and wording if you would like it listed in the bulletin that week. We appreciate 
your assistance in enhancing the beauty of our sanctuary! 
June 13, 20 and 27 – next open dates 

 
Your OPC Family Cares About You!  Because there are times when you are ill, in the hospital 

or in emotional need and we don't know about it, please remember to contact the church office 
(412.828.5770) or a staff member (mstecik@oakmontpresby.org) so we may support you in your 
time of need.  You are loved!  

 
 

mailto:mstecik@oakmontpresby.org
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Prayer Requests - Members of our church will pray for you and anyone in need. Please send 

prayer requests to:  prayers@oakmontpresby.org or contact Carol Heimerich at 412-242-1028. 
 
Why not listen to Sunday morning (9:15 am) educational speakers? Send Steve Wilson an 

email at  swilson@oakmontpresby.org asking to be added to the zoom invitations.  
Sundays in May – Rev. Dr. James Davison, “Insights from Four Old Testament Books” 

May 23 - The Book of Jonah:  A Comedy in the Old Testament! 
 
Christian Education Committee will continue to collect *individually wrapped* snacks for 

Children and Youth’s worship time. This can include juice boxes, little bags of chips/cookies, 
etc. We will have a drop off box in the sanctuary vestibules to place your donations.  

 
The OPC Micah 6:8 team has created an email through Constant Contact entitled Awakenings. 

In this email, participants will be able to share ideas, readings, thoughts and suggestions with the 
team.  We are planning to send an email once a month beginning mid-May.  If interested, please 
contact Debbie Hays at ralphanddeb27@msn.com to have your name and email added to the list. 

 
Graduates from high school, college, community college and trade schools will be recognized 

on June 20th during worship.  We wish to share with parents and families their success and hard 
work.   If your youth is graduating please let us know.  Send information to 
r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org, dewing@oakmontpresby.org  or phone the office at 412-828-
5770. 

 
Soup’s On – Soup is available for anyone you know who might appreciate a meal.  Currently, we 

have Bean, Potato/Lima Bean/Leek and Broccoli Cheddar in the kitchen freezer.  Join us in our 
OPC soup mission!  If you are interested and/or need details, contact Barbara Price at 
bpprice.808@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:prayers@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:swilson@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:ralphanddeb27@msn.com
mailto:r.bailey@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:dewing@oakmontpresby.org
mailto:bpprice.808@gmail.com
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CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

TODAY  MAY 16 – Ascension Sunday/Seventh Sunday of Easter 
  9:15 am  Adult Education – ZOOM 
11:00 am  WORSHIP (RSVP – 90-person limit) & VIA LIVESTREAM 

 
MONDAY   MAY 17 
12:00 pm  AA’s (Multi-Purpose Room) 
  6:30 pm  JuBELLation Ringers Rehearsal (Choir Room) 
 
TUESDAY   MAY 18 
12:00 pm  Noon Bible Study – ZOOM 
  6:30 pm  Oakmont Lions Club (Multi-Purpose Room) 
  7:00 pm  Deacons (Dining Room) 
 
WEDNESDAY  MAY 19 
 
THURSDAY  MAY 20 
  7:00 pm  Boy Scout Troop #854 (Multi-Purpose Room) 
  7:00 pm  Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
  7:45 pm  Jubilant Praise Recording (Sanctuary) 
  8:00 pm  NA’s (Dining Room) 
 
FRIDAY  MAY 21 
 
SATURDAY  MAY 22 
  8:30 pm  AA’s (Dining Room) 
 
SUNDAY  MAY 23 -Day of Pentecost 
  9:15 am  Adult Education – ZOOM 
11:00 am  WORSHIP (RSVP – 180-person limit) & VIA LIVESTREAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Because the virus continues to be a serious threat and because new strains are highly communicable 
attending any group gathering exposes persons to the potential risk of infection. Therefore, we will 
continue our mitigation practices. 

- If you are not feeling well, please stay home and worship via the livestream. 
- Sign up to attend worship on “Reserve a Seat” at www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org or call 

the church office at 412-828-5770. 
- Required mask wearing whenever inside the OPC building. 
- We will open sanctuary windows to provide for airflow. 
- Hand sanitizers are located at all OPC entrances. 
- Maintaining physical distance before, during and after worship except people in a familial pod. 
- Singing only by musicians, physically distanced in the choir loft. 

OPC STAFF 
 

 The Rev. Dr. Stephen Wilson Senior Pastor 
 The Rev. Dr. Donald R. Ewing Parish Associate 
 Michael P. Frank, III Director of Music Ministries/Organist 
 Ronnie Bailey Education Director for Children and Youth 
 Maureen Stecik Program Staff Assistant 
 Dale Remai Custodian 
 Tracy Messenger Financial Secretary of Accounting 
 Marge Kuhn Financial Secretary of Contributions 
 Roberta Erickson Handbell Choir Director 
 Ron Burkert AV Team Coordinator 
 Tracy Messenger and Carol Huber Nursery Attendants 
  

415 Pennsylvania Avenue, Oakmont, PA  15139 
412-828-5770 (Office) 

www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org 

http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/
http://www.oakmontpresbyterianchurch.org/

