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Beloved in Christ, 

 

One of our sisters in the faith, Peggy Wolfe, had many life challenges. Diabetes affected her feet, her eyesight and her kidneys. 

She required dialysis three days a week and Peggy was legally blind. She once told me that she could see the outline of my body 

but that was it.  

 

Early this year Peggy had chest pains for several days. She thought that the pain would go away. However, two days later the 

pain remained so Peggy went by ambulance to St. Margaret’s hospital where they discovered she was having a heart attack. She 

was transferred to Presbyterian Hospital where surgeons implanted two stints in her heart. Peggy remained in the Cardiac Care 

Unit. Sadly, complications developed and a few days later Peggy’s heart stopped beating. She was 63. 

 

Peggy’s story tells a great deal about this faith community. Our relationship with Peggy began when someone who was working 

with Peggy called OPC and asked if someone might contact her. Their thought was that a faith community could be a blessing to 

Peggy. Jane Kinter responded and with her contact Peggy entered into shared life with you all. 

 

Although she could not recognize faces she became acquainted with various women in the church. Friendships developed and 

people volunteered to bring her to worship and to Don’s weekly Wednesday Bible study. They also helped with rides to the    

doctor, to visit her beloved niece and to the grocery.  

 

Through these friendships some of Peggy’s needs became known. She had difficulty getting from her driveway into her house 

because the walkway was uneven and her back porch was in need of repair. That’s when the “Ordinary Men” from the Saturday 

morning study group moved into action. They poured a new concrete sidewalk and rebuilt Peggy’s back porch. They also        

removed her bathtub and installed an easy access shower. 

 

During Peggy’s hospitalization for a broken arm, members of the church visited her regularly and became acquaintances with 

Peggy’s non-church friends and family members. Visits to Peggy during her physical rehab at Harmar Village and in the Cardiac 

Care Unit became something like a reunion of cousins or school mates.  

 

Some 50 people were present for Peggy’s funeral at the church. By my estimation one half were church members and the other 

half were Peggy’s extended family members and friends. As I entered the sanctuary for Peggy’s funeral, I had the distinct sense 

that I was not just entering OPC’s sanctuary, but rather, I was entering into the place where Peggy worshipped. I entered one of 

her safe spaces where she received (and returned) love and lived into her faith. 

 

Peggy’s story reveals one enduring characteristic of Oakmont Presbyterian Church: anyone who is open to connecting with others 

may find a place of welcome and care in this community of faith. All the conversations before and after worship are hints that it is 

as we sing with new members “you are welcome in this place”.  

 

Steve 
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DIRECTORY UPDATES 

New Members 
Pamela and Gregory Billet - joined 1/26/20 

Priscilla and George Yu - joined 1/26/20 

 

Deaths 

Frances Handis - died 11/13/19 

George Hawker - died 12/21/19 

Peggy Wolfe—died 01/10/20 

Hi everyone! 

 

If you haven’t met me yet or I haven’t met you, I wanted to start off by introducing myself! My name is Elizabeth        

Nicodemus and I am the new Transitional Youth Worker. I started here in November and am so grateful to all of you for 

making me feel welcome! 

 

A little bit about me: I graduated from Waynesburg University in May with a Bachelor's Degree in Sports Management, 

where I also minored in Biblical Ministry Studies. After a Summer filled with interviews and taking some time to relax, I 

started at Hiland Child Care Center as an aide within the Toddler 2 room in August. I can be found there 4 days of the 

week and within the church office the other day, if you are ever looking for me! Within the near future, I plan on         

attending seminary to further my education, possibly in the fall. I love spending time in community with    others!  I look 

forward to getting to know some of you more as the year goes on! 

 

I wanted to start off by saying THANK YOU to those of you that were able to come to the Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser! It 

was a success and we raised $455 for our Youth Group Mission Trip this summer! The month of February will hopefully 

be a busy one for the Youth Group! We will be picking back up the Homeless Ministry again, starting  February 8. We 

will be meeting at the church at 9:30 am to load up and leave around 9:45 and will be back around 12ish. All are          

welcome! On February 2, Super Bowl Sunday, there will be a Baked Potato Bar Fundraiser for our Mission Trip. This 

Mission Trip will hopefully be to the Bahamas in late June. The fundraiser will be in the Dining Room from 12-2. We 

will provide the potatoes and toppings; You’ll provide the fellowship! I hope to see some of you there!  

 

The Youth Group is also hopefully going to be attending an event simply entitled “The Event.” This event is a Youth 

Event that will be a time of Worship, Fun, Growth and Fellowship with other Youth Groups within the community. It will 

be held at Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church from 6-8 pm on February 16. Finally, some of the Youth will be going on 

a Retreat from February 21-23 at Ligonier Camp and Conference Center. This retreat will be with the Youth Groups 

from Hiland, Northmont, Wexford and Cranberry. We will meet at OPC at 6 pm Friday and return home at 12 on 

Sunday afternoon. I’ve been on this retreat before and everyone involved always has a great time, growing in their faith, 

as well as Fellowship with others. 

 

When it comes to the Younger Children, I am having a blast getting to know them! I enjoy hanging out with them      

whenever we head downstairs together, and they all seem to be enjoying themselves and learning as we are going! Every 

week is different and will feature some type of activity based on the sermon text of that week. The children will be     

learning what you are learning upstairs, just in a different way! I look forward to hanging out with them more as the year 

goes along and seeing them continue to grow in their faith and understanding of the Bible and the stories that are within 

it.       

 

It has been a busy few months and I look forward to meeting more of you as we move forward. I’m excited to go into this 

New Year and get started doing some awesome things together!  I can’t wait for the next few months in fellowship with 

you all! Thanks for everything you all have done for me so far and for everything that you all will help me with in the 

future!  The love of Christ to you all! 

 



USHERING 
 

Interested in Ushering?  Please 

contact the church office. 
 

GREETERS 

If you are unable to be a Greeter on your assigned date, 

please contact another Greeter to take your station.  If 

you are interested in becoming a Greeter, please 

contact Pat Zanella (724-733-1338). 

FLOWERS 

Please sign up on the Flower 

Calendar in the Fifth Street ves-

tibule or contact Carla Lowman 

at 412-826-5914. 

Your OPC family really does care about you!  But there are times when you are ill, in the hospital or in 

emotional need and we don't know about it.  Please remember to contact a staff member or the church 

office so that we can be there in your time of need.  You are loved!   
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 GREETERS FLOWERS 

Feb 2 Bill Kern 

Kevin Rock, Mary Ann Rupert 

OPEN 

Feb 9 Bay Flanery 

Ellen Jubeck, Marjorie King 

OPEN 

Feb 16 Jim Haleen 

Jack Kells, Jane Park 

OPEN 

Feb 23 Jackie Powell 

Nancy and Jeff Kline 

OPEN 

 
Coffee and Conversation, 9:30-10:30 am in the Multi-Purpose Room (Lower-level) 

February - The Rev Dr. John Burgess, the James Henry Snowden Professor of Systematic Theology at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, leads a study on the two sacraments: 2 weeks on Baptism and 2 weeks on 
the Lord’s Supper. 

A SPECIAL INVITATION 
Members of our congregation have been invited to an Open House on February 22, 2020 at the Muslim Association 

of Greater Pittsburgh, 5725 N. Montour Road, Gibsonia.  Our relationship with this group was established when two 

members from that congregation spoke at our One Story at a Time gathering in September of 2018..  The invitation 

comes to us with this note…”We would love to welcome members of your congregation and return the warm            

hospitality you showed us.” 

 

The event from 4-6 pm will include small group discussions on various topics then a chance to socialize over light   

refreshments and meet members of this Muslim congregation. 

 

Space is limited so RSVP is requested by Feb 18 to Sadaf Mansoor, sadafm27@gmail.com or Sidra Khan,               

sidra17@gmail.com. 

 

A sign up sheet for those who would like to carpool will be in the vestibules at the entrances to the sanctuary, or email 

Sherry Geis, slbg380@gmail.com by Feb. 12. 

mailto:sadafm27@gmail.com
mailto:sidra17@gmail.com
mailto:slbg380@gmail.com


 

OPC FILM SERIES SCREENINGS 
 

You are invited to join us for the Oakmont Film Discussion Series every other Friday evening at 

7:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room, lower level.  Everyone is welcome: family, friends, and any 

one who needs a hug, or come for Christian fellowship!  Admission is FREE and we supply the 

popcorn!  Don't forget to stay after the film for a wonderful and inspiring discussion. 
 

Feb 7 - Overcomer 

Feb 21 - Wish Man 

Mar 6 - Biggest Little Farm 

Mar 20 - Sweet Inspirations 

 
Movies may be borrowed for 2 weeks, please contact Jody Dickinson (412-828-3644)  

or Clare Oskin (412-828-3579) 
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Presbyterian Women will be starting our new year on February 5 at 1:30 in the Lona McCrea 
Room.  We welcome back our members and any women interested in an afternoon Bible Study.  
We meet the first Weds. of each month.  We are continuing our lesson on Love Carved in Stone: A 
fresh look at the Ten Commandments; lesson 4 entitled, Words of Love: Hone the Life Givers.  The 
purpose of this lesson is to explore the gifts of life and our responsibility to those who bring us to 
life.  Refreshment are served followed by devotions and lesson.  If you have questions or         
comments, please contact Circle Leader Marjorie King at 412-828-5844. 
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2020 Per Capita - Each member is asked to contribute $34.79 for the Per Capita Fund.  Your              

contribution enables the local Presbytery, regional Synod and national General Assembly to provide     
resources to do what is necessary to operate the church.  If you have not already given, please give now 
using the appropriate envelope (included in your box of envelopes).  If you do not pay your Per Capita 
amount, the money will be taken from the Church Operating Expenses. 

 
Christmas Mug Project -Each year the volunteers at the BLESSING BOARD save all donated Christmas 

mugs and fill them with candy, wrap them in tissue paper, tie them with a bow and donate them to         
residents at local nursing homes.  If you have any Christmas mugs (in good condition) that could use a 
new purpose, please drop them off in the church office.  They will be delivered to the Blessing Board for 
Christmas 2020. 

 
Eye Glass Collection -  The Lions Clubs collect used eyeglasses and deliver them to regional Recycling 

Centers where they are cleaned, sorted by prescription strength and packaged.  Most are distributed to    
people in need in developing countries where they will have the greatest impact.  The Lions Clubs accept             
prescription and reading glasses, sunglasses and plastic and metal frames.  Children's glasses are especially 
needed.  For your convenience, there is a drop box located in the church office. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT MARCH 20-22, 2020 
 

Mark your calendars, ladies!  This year’s Women’s Retreat will be held at Laurelville Christian Retreat Center 

in Mt. Pleasant, PA in a peaceful and beautiful setting.  It is just a one hour drive from Oakmont and it proves 

to be even better than last year’s retreat, which was a great success. 

 

Accommodation is in motel type rooms with 2 or 3 per room and private bath.  The food service is buffet style 

and the food is excellent.  Just think…no food prep or clean up for the whole weekend. 

 

Plans have not been finalized but activities last year included focused discussion, scripture reading, prayer, 

yoga, crafts, sharing with others, hiking, s’mores and singing to guitar around the campfire, quiet moments of 

solitude and meditation, laughter, and lots of connecting with others. 

 

The cost has not been determined, but if finances would prevent you from attending, there will be scholarship 

funds available.  Contact Laura Bentley to discuss this. 

 

For more information as it becomes available, indicate your interest by placing your name on one of the sign 

up sheets which are in each of the sanctuary vestibules. We will make sure you get all of the info! 

 

This is a wonderful opportunity to develop deeper relationship with yourself, with others, and with God as we 

leave behind our day to day life and retreat to this peaceful place with wonderful women. 

 

If you have questions, please talk with Laura Bentley or Sherry Geis. 
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Tuesday, FEBRUARY 4 — MEN’S BREAKFAST 

Time: 8:30 am Place: Dining Room 

 

Join us for a hearty breakfast and don’t forget to bring a friend! 

Our speaker will be Rob Erdeljac.   

 

 

 

GENTLE YOGA FOR WOMEN 

NO YOGA IN JANUARY OR FEBRU-

ARY. 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Three Rivers Ringers Concert 

Sunday, May 3, 2020 - 7:00 pm 

Oakmont Presbyterian Church Sanctuary 

 

The Three Rivers Ringers (TRR) is Pittsburgh’s premier community handbell  

ensemble. Founded in 2010, TRR has performed at the General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in 2012, for the American Guild of Organists’    

regional convention in 2015, and has appeared in “Love the Coopers,” a motion 

picture released in November 2015. In 2016, TRR was honored to perform at the 

National Seminar for Handbell Musicians of America. Of special note, TRR has 

also performed with the world-renowned Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra at their 

Holiday Pops concerts in December 2015, 2016 and 2019 to great acclaim. OPC’s 

own bell choir director, Bert Erickson, has rung with TRR occasionally over the 

years and is now a full-time member of the ensemble.  She is excited that the TRR 

will be ringing at OPC this spring! 
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