
Making Sense of the Book of

REVELATION



Some Bibliography 
for Revelation

 N.T. Wright, Revelation for Everyone
 Craig Koester, Revelation and the End of 

All Things
 Richard Bauckham, The Theology of the 

Book of Revelation
 A Study Bible from a solid publisher



Making Sense of 
Revelation

1.  Revelation and Its (Mis)Interpreters

2.  John, His First Readers, and His 
Message

3.  Unmasking Fake Truth and Power

4.  So: What Does Revelation Mean for Us?



The “Rapture”

For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with 
the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s 
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead 
in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught up in the clouds 
together with them to meet the Lord in the air; 
and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words.

(I Thess. 4:16-18)



Some Characteristics
of  Prophecy in the O.T.
 Speaks first to people at the time
 Employs highly symbolic, figurative language
 Future reference pictures something greater    

than actually arrives



The Future Proclaimed 
in Isaiah 40

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough places plain; and the 
glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath 
spoken it. (Isaiah 40:3-5)



Some Characteristics
of  Prophecy in the O.T.
 Speaks first to people at the time
 Employs highly symbolic, figurative language
 Future reference pictures something greater    

than actually arrives
 Re us: extrapolate ideas, concepts, principles 

that can apply to our current situation
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NEW JERUSALEM
Then I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw 
the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “See, the home of God is among 
mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them. 

(Chap. 21:1-3)



Features of the 
New Jerusalem

Cubic, extending 1,500 miles on all sides
 Four high walls with 12 gates
Adorned with gold, jewels, pearls





Features of the 
New Jerusalem

Cubic, extending 1,500 miles on all sides
 Four high walls with 12 gates
Adorned with gold, jewels, pearls
 Illuminated by God and the Lamb
No temple in the city because God is present
River of the water of life flowing from throne
No suffering, pain, death ever again
All nations included in the New Jerusalem



NEW JERUSALEM
and THE NATIONS

The nations will walk by its [the glory of God] 
light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 
glory into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by 
day—and there will be no night there. 
26 People will bring into it the glory and the 
honor of the nations.

(Chap. 21:24-25)



Some Final Thoughts on Revelation
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Some Final Thoughts on
the Book of  Revelation
 Revelation reminds us of how evil, evil really is!
 Revelation reminds us to rejoice in our hope of 

a New Heaven and a New Earth.
 Revelation reminds us to meditate on the 

image of Jesus as a Lion, and also a Lamb!
 Revelation offers us another way to imagine 

the reality of God.



“Crown Him”
1 Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne. Hark! how the 
heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.

2 Crown him the Lord of love; no angels in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, but downward bends their 
burning eye at mysteries so bright.

4 Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time,
creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime….
thy praise shall never, never fail throughout eternity.



Making Sense of the Book of

REVELATION





The Theater at Ephesus



View along the Main Street 
towards the Harbor



A Major Street 
into Ephesus
With Celsus’ 
Library  in the 
Distance



An Arcade 
and Walkway 
along the Street



Celsus’ Library



AN “UNHOLY  TRINITY

The Dragon mimics God the Father

First Beast mimics Lamb of God

Second Beast mimics Holy Spirit



Some Final Thoughts

1.  The New Jerusalem in the new Heaven and
new Earth are our ultimate hope in God. 

2.  It’s worthwhile meditating on the image of 
Jesus as a Lion who is also a Lamb.

3.   It’s also worthwhile asking ourselves now and 
then, “How do I picture God?”

4. The ultimate message of Revelation is that
God and the Lamb deserve all glory and 

worship
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