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Luke 2:1-7:
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all 

the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration 

and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went 

to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 

he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they 

were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 

cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn.



Luke 2.8-12:
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 

them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger."



Calendar inscription, 9 BCE: 

“Since Providence, which has ordered all things and is deeply 
interested in our life, has set in most perfect order by giving us 
Augustus, whom she filled with virtue that he might benefit 
humankind, sending him as a savior [σωτῆρα], both for us and for 
our descendants, that he might end war and arrange all things, 
and since he, Caesar, by his appearance [ἐπιφανεῖς] (excelled even 
our anticipations), surpassing all previous benefactors, and not 
even leaving to posterity any hope of surpassing what he has 
done, and since the birthday of the god Augustus was the 
beginning of the good tidings (εὐανγελίων) for the world that 
came by reason of him.”



Luke 2:25-32:
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 

this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 

see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. 27 Guided 

by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the 

parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was 

customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and 

praised God, saying, 29 "Master, now you are dismissing your 

servant in peace, according to your word; 30 for my eyes have 

seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel." 
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